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Across the world 811 million people go hungry every day. Whilst there is enough food

produced in the world to feed everyone, far too many people are barely managing to eat

even one meal a day. Furthermore, around 14 million children globally suffer from severe

acute malnutrition; but only 25% have access to life saving treatment. These horrifying

statistics really make you stop and think about all the food that goes to waste everyday, that

we never actually think about. I was working my first shift in a cafe on Saturday, and I was

appalled at how much food I was scraping into the bin. This is food that I’m sure hundreds of

millions of people suffering from malnutrition would  happily have eaten. So next time you’re

bulk buying in Tesco or leaving excess food on your plate, please think. Think of the kids who

haven’t had a full meal in weeks. Think of the adults who don’t eat so they can feed their kids

the little bit of food they can acquire. Please stop and contemplate what you’re doing before

you chuck out food that can still be eaten, or buy more food than you need. 
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I s l a  W a t s o n ,  C o - D e p u t y  E d i t o r  
Areminia’s Broken Internet  

On March 28th 2011 a 75 year old woman managed to break the Wi-Fi in the Mtckheta
district of Georgia. He name was Hayastan Shakarian, who lived in the small, riverside
village of Armazi. This village had a railway station, which is important as this means that a
fibre optic cable also runs through the village. This is because it is the easiest way to have
the cables installed as one company owns the land beside the railways that connect the
country, and then goes on to supply the broadband for other countries. Hayastan
Shakarian was poor and would make some money by scavenging and selling copper. On
this day, she went to the train tracks and started 
digging for copper as usual when she came across the fibre optic cable. Thinking that this
cable had copper in it, she cut it to try and extract some of the metal. This then lead to the
entire nation of Armenia loosing their Wi-Fi, much to the frustration of the general
population. This is because the cable that was cut provided around 90% of Armenia’s
internet. For the next twelve hours, the entire  nation of 3 million, with a few exceptions,
were left with no internet. This meant that TV stations couldn’t get any news, companies
couldn’t send emails and hospitals couldn’t download patient files. Georgia’s internet was
mostly slowed down a bit as they had other cables to supply them with internet, unlike
Armenia. Eventually, they were able to track down where the problem was situated, fix the
problem and Hayastan Shakarian was arrested.
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Maths Dept Joke

Ladder 

A talking sheepdog gets all the sheep in the
pen for his farmer. 

He comes back and says 'all 40 are
accounted for'. 

The farmer says 'I've only go 36!' 
The sheepdog replies 'I know, but I've

rounded them up'.

Why was 6 afraid of 7? 
 

Because 7, 8, 9!

What did the 0 say to the 8?
 

Nice belt

I would always drive home after stealing
individual items from the national surds

museum.
Each time I'd make sure to take a different

root!

When it comes to fractions, there is a fine
line between numerator and denominator. 

Up at the top with the best joke we have Dr Spiezia!  

A great maths joke from Mrs Craig landing her in 2nd 

Dr Smith’s sense of humour is a tad questionable... I
am proud of myself for understanding his maths joke

though!

Dr Ferguson managed to produce an awful maths joke,
landing him in the bottom three! 

The worst joke goes to Dr Pepper. That is an utterly
dreadful joke ;) 

Great job from the Maths Department!!!



Grace Berry 

Interact Update: Macmillan
Coffee Morning  
Last week pupils and staff at HSD got busy baking for the Macmillan Coffee Morning. Cookies,

brownies, tray bakes and cupcakes were sold from the pillars on Friday morning in order to raise

money for Macmillan Cancer Support. The cakes were sold by members of the Interact

committee, who spend all year working hard to create as many fun and interesting ways for our

school to raise money for a variety of charities. It was amazing to see just how many people got

involved by spending time to bake delicious treats for others to enjoy. The money we raise goes

directly to supporting and caring for those with cancer. Macmillan aims to support those with

cancer and help their families in any way they can. This can be financially aiding cancer patients

and their families or having nurses provide them with information about the specific type of

cancer they are dealing with, to help families be more aware of what a loved one is going

through. Cancer is an illness that effects many people across the globe and also within our

school community, so by supporting charities such as Macmillan you are helping people whose

lives have been dramatically changed due to cancer. Macmillan cancer support is unable to run

without donations from the public and so by paying just £1 for a slice of cake you are helping to

provide others with the help they need. So a big thank you to the HSD community who have

helped us to raise an amazing £439 for Macmillan Cancer Support.



Writing this from the point of view of two white, nearing middle aged teachers,
trying to tackle racism within the school community is a difficult task and we
completely appreciate that many of you feel that we don’t understand or realise
the problems and issues that you face day to day. The unique situation that we
are in is that all the subjects we teach are defined by the impact of racism in the
wider community, with the statement of sports people taking the knee to express
their views and solidarity for the Black Lives Matter Movement and the abuse they
face, and the intrinsic weaving of racism within the History and Modern Studies
curriculum. Racism in the wider world is part of our daily lives. We would like to
think that we don’t suffer from the same problems that we teach or see
happening out with our HSD bubble, but our naivety is not acceptable, ignorance
is not bliss. Dealing with racism on a more localised school or individual basis is
always challenging and speaking to you about something that we have no
personal life experience of is difficult. PSHE is a conversation that requires
participation and input from you to be as meaningful and successful as it can be,
and creating an environment where you feel that you are able to speak out is
something that we are really proud of when it happens. We were inspired by the
openness and bravery of 3 of our F6 pupils when they spoke to all staff about
racism within the school, and what they feel needs to be done about it. The
situations they described, and the words and phrases they told us were used
against them from within our school, from the young people that we teach, know
and support, aimed to hurt and to entertain others horrified us, and emboldened
us in our aim to ensure that when we speak to our PSHE classes, we are relevant
and realistic about what is being said. A detached lesson, neatly summing up the
problem and moving on, is not appropriate. The message that this isn’t the end,
and that this is an ongoing conversation that we will always listen to and take
action on was one that we were keen to put across. Our aim is always be open,
transparent and to the point with the message that we put across to the Wallace
PSHE groups. Using the exact words, phrases and language being thrown around
in school, to show the complete devastation they can have hopefully helped
illustrate our point. The importance of being an upstander is a trait that we would
like to embed in all of you, so that you feel empowered and willing to call out
behaviour that you see and know is not acceptable. We want a culture where the
excuse of, “it’s just a joke, it’s dark humour” is no longer an acceptable response to
hide behind being called out for racism. This will only be achieved by your actions
and willingness to improve the community that we are all a part of. Our hope is
that as you all move into adulthood and wider society, we see an intrinsic
adjustment of the language used towards each other and a realisation of the wide
arching changes that society need to make to become nonracist and an ally
towards all. There is no quick fix, and we know that problems aren’t solved, but we
want to urge us all to do more, to be better, to stand up for your friends and
peers rather than laugh politely just because it’s easier. We are always here to
listen and to learn from you as well. To misquote George Santayana, we all need
to learn from the past and from each other, otherwise we are condemned to
repeat it.

Racism Awareness
Mr Merry & Mrs Jack - Wallace Guidance Teachers 



Creativity Corner
Thank you to Hannah Marnie & Harriet Vincent 

Zara Mason, F2

Zara Mason, F2

Zara Mason, F2

Naomi Sibson, F5

Naomi Sibson, F5



Zara Taylor, Co-Deputy Editor 

In an article published last term, myself and

Phoebe Jennings wrote about the deeply

upsetting murder of Sarah Everard. Half a year

later, I find it disgusting, vile, but all too

unsurprising, that I could easily edit some specific

details from that article and it would still depict

the same story - male violence towards women.

When stories of tragedy continually fill our news

feeds, week after week, and tales of sexual

harassment float through the ears of every

woman you know, it is long overdue and

imperative to end the UK gender violence

epidemic.

One moment, walking to meet a friend, the other

lifeless. The brutality of murder is immense,

shattering families and deeply saddening

communities. The death of Sabina Nessa, a 28

year-old educator, is beyond terrible and it is

essential something is done to prevent incidents

like this from happening again. Research

spanning a decade (from 2008 to 2018) showed

that, on average, one women is murdered by a

man every 3 days and in the wake of a tragedy like

the murder of Sabina, we are reminded that a

woman can never feel at ease when the question

is of when another girl - just like them, will be

targeted, rather than if. The acknowledgment that

the deaths of both Everard and Nessa are not

isolated occurrences - rather repeated displays of

horrific behaviour towards women done by men

should be enough to make our government treat

this issue as a National priority. Yet, with

disorganisation between police forces and

repeated failings, limited progress will be made in

ending this.

UK Gender Violence
Epidemic 



In the uncertain times of the 2020s, a lot has changed in the entertainment
scene. No longer are we packing into a crowded stadium to watch football,
tennis or rugby, and no more are we counting down the days until our
favourite teams play each other. Yet, even with arenas closed and tickets
suspended, sports have been continuing, though not in the way you might
expect. The concept of e-sports has existed ever since the first arcade
games were assembled, but it’s only in the last few years that the scene
has gone from niche and indie to international. And just like how the
sports scene holds a wide variety of games suiting all kinds of players, so
too does the roster of activities available for e-sports players worldwide. As
of 2021, the most popular competitive team-based video-games are
League Of Legends, Valorant and Overwatch, all of which are played both
professionally and casually by a wide variety of people. With a wide range
of characters with varying gameplay features to suit any kind of player, its
no wonder these games get millions of live viewers on their most popular
competitions. League Of Legends events fill packed arenas year after year,
with games opened by live music from acts such as rock band Against The
Current, pop singers Madison Beer, Lexie Liu and Jaira Burns, and dance-
pop girl group (G)I-DLE. Alternatively, if team-based games aren’t for you,
there’s the option of single- player tournaments in Street Fighter, Super
Smash Brothers and Pokemon. These games have a much wider audience
of casual players, but they can get competitive quickly, with records for
win- streaks and speed-runs being enough to mark these players as
serious players. Speed-running video-games is a sport in its own right, with
leaderboards constantly changing and players searching for new shortcuts
and mechanics constantly. Even if you aren’t one for fast-paced action
games, the world of e-sports still has you covered, with card tournament
games such as Hearthstone and Magic: The Gathering having considerable
communities dedicated to becoming the best possible players. And for all
you might be thinking that e-sports is still a relatively unheard-of passion
played exclusively by men in crowded arcades or messy offices, think
again. Whilst only 15% of professional e-sports players are female, those
teams are not to be messed with. Teams such as INTZ, Team Singularity
and Dignitas are some if the best teams in CS:GO and Overwatch, and solo
players such as Seyeon Kim and Elvira Temirova are some of the best on
their teams. As for the audiences, as mentioned previously, the League Of
Legends World Finals consistently sell out stadiums, and online streaming
tournaments such as the wildly- popular Minecraft Championships can get
more views than the Olympic Games, with individual players reaching over
100,000 live viewers, gaining live news coverage internationally, and raising
tens of thousands of dollars for various charities. In conclusion, keep an
eye out for the next big game, next best players or next tournament,
because who knows, it could be you in a few years time, playing for a
packed stadium in the Dundee e-sports stadium currently in construction.

Ruby McIntee 
Izzy Clark 

PSYCHOLOGY;PSYCHOLOGY;PSYCHOLOGY;
HOW MUCH DOHOW MUCH DOHOW MUCH DO
WE ACTUALLYWE ACTUALLYWE ACTUALLY
KNOW?KNOW?KNOW?   

THE WORLD OF ESPORTSTHE WORLD OF ESPORTSTHE WORLD OF ESPORTS   

Daryl Bem, a well respected professor
at Cornell, rocked the world of
psychology just over 10 years ago.
Bem’s paper made the astonishing
claim that extra sensory perception
(esp for short) was very real - a claim
supported by his experimental data -
that showed memory for words was
improved even when the rehearsal of
the words did not occur until after the
recall had been tested. This was
dubbed the, ‘retroactive facilitation of
recall’. At its most basic Bem’s paper
essentially proved that humans could
see the future.
Problems arose however, when even
top researchers in the field could not
find a problem in the paper and the
excepted methods it used.
This was where the challenge was; if
you believed the results, much of what
is understood about the universe
would be wrong, and if you rejected
the results, it would be admitting
something just as momentous, that
standard methods used in psychology
were wrong, that much of what we
know about psychology is flawed and
much of what is published cannot be
trusted. Meaning, everything we
understand about the mind could be
totally incorrect.
This led to the experiment being
replicated and unfortunately, the
results recorded initially did not get
repeated.
Worried, they began repeating other
well known, and well cited studies. And
as it turned out, they didn’t repeat
either. In an era where news is
instantaneous, the failure to replicate
research raises important questions
about the scientific process in general.
But perhaps more importantly, just
how much do we really know about
psychology?



LITTERBUG...LITTERBUG...LITTERBUG...
Maisey Lafollette 

Well here I go again, comparing Scotland to America – but
it’s what I know! Across The Pond, where they drive
everywhere including banks, restaurants and pharmacies,
they somehow manage to walk to the trash cans (bins).
Surprisingly, America is a very clean country and you rarely
see any discarded litter. Since I’ve moved here I’ve been
amazed by Scotland’s beauty, but also shocked and
disgusted by the amount of litter everywhere.
Litter affects us and the planet in many ways. Litter makes
places look messy and disgusting. If you saw a beach with
litter everywhere you wouldn’t want to go there. It also
attracts rodents because of the smell, which could stop
people from wanting to go to the beach. You would
probably just want to run because rodents eat trash and
carry disease which can affect the wildlife and the
environment. You may think if you drop one piece of your
sweet wrapper it won’t hurt anything, but animals see litter
and eat it thinking that it’s food which causes them to get
sick and choke or die. When you drop litter, it can end up in
the ocean which pollutes it making it dangerous, unpleasant
and life threatening to the sea life. The litter also gets
buried in the ground and if it’s glass it will be there for
hundreds of years. A new litter problem for animals are
masks getting tangled with their wings, beaks, claws and
necks.
I know we can all do better if we want to clean up Scotland.
We must clean up litter on buses, at schools, parks,
beaches and the streets. Even if its not our litter, I know its
disgusting but we should safely clean it up. We must
encourage our friends to clean up after themselves. To
make sure you’ve picked up all your litter, look back before
you leave a place and if there is any litter left pick it up, even
if its not yours. A long time ago, when my uncle was a small
boy, if there wasn’t a bin he would put his trash in his
pocket and he continues to do so at 44 years old! This is
what we all should do if there’s no bin too. We have a
holiday on April 22nd : Earth day, but we shouldn’t just
celebrate and look after our planet then. We should make
every day Earth day.



How Would You React In AHow Would You React In A

Zombie Apocalypse?Zombie Apocalypse?  
Olivia Patrick - Agree with them, turn on their

side and eat the humans 
 

Hannah Marnie - Faint.
 

Corinna Roger - Can put up a tent
 

Harriet Vincent - Bribe them with food 
 

Emma Gilchrist - Will take too long to think
about what to do and be killed 

 
Kate Dalglish - Sacrifice others to save herself

 

Isla Watson  - Really good at staying inside, and
good with a gun...

 

Izzy Clark - Good with plants
 

Megan Dailly - I have a good aim with a gun
(I’m American by the way)

 Mrs Tevendale - I am really good at reading
quietly and not annoying anyone.

 Sahar Jafferbhoy - Good at annoying people until
they go away.  I could annoy the zombies until
they leave.  I can carry three plates on one arm

not that, that changes much 
 

Maisey Lafollette - Black belt in Tae Kwando
 

Amy Leburn - Can make food
 

Rachel Eldho - She can draw all of us dead.
 

Lois Freeman - Disco party so
they don’t kill us

 
Phoebe Jennings - Manifest with crystals  

 
Olivia Cotton - Good at making

situations awkward
 

Rebecca Bonnyman - Probably have
a heart attack in the first 5 minutes 

 
 

Cameron Brown - Serenading all the zombies with
his violin playing

 Zoe Loveday - Keeping everyone calm
 
 

Lavinia Ismail - Planning attacks
 
 

Caleb Stewart - Playing dead
 
 Claire Cuthbert- Bite them back

 
Catriona Skea - Climbing Trees 

 

Debbie Shonola - Hiding
 
 

Charlotte Kay - Running
 
 



UNSEEN STAFF:  MRS
ROBERTSON
What’s your name and role here at HSD?

I’m Mrs Robertson. I am the school receptionist, mainly in the mornings, along with my
colleague Miss Allan who does the afternoons.  

What does your day to day job consist of? 

I do registration making sure all the children are in safe and sound. I also help with timetables,
admissions, visitors to the school, deliveries - the list is endless!  

Do you enjoy your job?

I love it! I’ve been here 13/14 years, and I’m not planning on leaving any time soon!

How do you feel about being an “unseen” member of staff?

I don’t mind, apart from there’s sometimes a discomfort because I can see that pupils don’t know what
to call me. It’s  a shame because they’re introduced to the teaching staff as Mrs/Miss/Mr Somebody

but theyre not to us. It’s a shame for the pupils too because they often don’t know what to address me
as, and by the time I tell them they’re already half way through their sentence and ready to leave. It’s

quite a tricky one. 

How did you end up as HSD’s receptionist? 

Because I saw the ad and I thought I fancied it! I like front of house work, and I like meeting people and
dealing with people. I enioy all that far more than sitting by myself typing. I saw this job, and it was very

central and convenient, and I thought it would be fun to work with young people!  



Jacinda Arden, the prime minister of New Zealand, led her nation to be the
first in eliminating Covid 19 cases. Malala Yousafzai faced death itself,
advocating for women’s education on the way to becoming the youngest
Nobel Prize laureate. Christine Lagarde has seamlessly guided the IMF
through its most strenuous period following the eurozone crisis. Yet society
perpetuates stereotypical gender roles, a vast gender pay gap, and women
trailing in workplaces. We no longer believe that only men can be
construction workers, do we? So why are we still under the impression that
only women should have to leave their careers to stay at home and care for
the family? One of the main factors fuelling gender disparity in workplaces,
and outdated stereotypes, is childbirth and maternity leave. By missing a year
of work, women fall behind in their jobs, and this continues to drag an old
fashioned culture into the contemporary era. Perhaps dividing the time
between women and men, that is taken off work to care for children, could
attempt to overcome these issues. 
On average, after childbirth women earn 20% less than men, with studies
showing 80% of this is attributable to the “motherhood penalty”. Paternity
leave is a period of time fathers are legally entitled to take off from work, to
care for their child. The current concept of paternity leave is well intentioned,
yet flawed. It provides a way for women to offset missed time from work.
However given the disparity in length, men and women are not away from
their careers for the same period of time. If evened out, it may contribute to
reducing gender inequalities within workplaces. Unfortunately, paternity
leave is not commonly utilised by working fathers. Firstly, you can only take
paid paternity leave if you earn above a certain amount of money, with only 3
in 7 families in the UK eligible for this. Additionally, even if men qualify for
paid paternity leave, 73% of them claim their employers are not supportive of
those taking time off. All workplaces should be offering paid paternity leave
for men. This not only benefits the child, as they receive more exposure to
their father, but it additionally ameliorates gender inequalities in the
workplace, which would be a notable step, towards a better and more equal
future.
The bottom line is, regardless of gender, men and women should be able to
do whatever they want. Women can be scientists and men, make-up artists.
Women can be bus drivers and men, primary school teachers. There should
not be a mould for people to fit based on their gender. Yet we still appear to
believe that only women should miss out on their careers to raise children.
We are obligated to change society’s strict norms. Traditional gender roles
within families, where the women is a housewife and the man is the
breadwinner, is a thing of the past. This attitude is regrettably ingrained deep
into our psyche and will require institutional reform to overcome. Reform
which by balancing the time off work missed by women and men prevents
either gender sacrificing their future.

Paternity Leave Puzzle
Sahar Jafferbhoy, Editor-in-Chief



Canva  

 

According to recent research it was as found that children born in high-
income countries will experience twice as many extreme climate events as
their grandparents. For children in low-income countries, it will be much
worse. They will see three times as many, say researchers at the University
of Brussels. 86% of green house gas emissions come from the worlds
richest populations and only 14% come  from those in poorer nations,
However, poorer communities are already seeing greater impacts as a
result of climate change. By the end of the century, the ratio of GDP per
capita between the richest and poorest countries in Latin America and the
Caribbean is also expected to dramatically increase as a result of climate
change and the accompanying natural disasters. The climate crisis
according to the World Bank could push 130 million people into poverty in
the next ten years. Research even goes as far as to suggest that the
Nigerian economy has been held back 29% due to climate change related
causes, Brazil’s by 25% and India’s by 35%. During the June Heatwave in the
United States, scientists discovered that streets in poorer areas  were up to
3-10°C hotter as a result of too much asphalt, concrete and a severe lack of
green spaces. With research suggesting that those living in areas with less
vegetation having a 5% higher chance of heat related deaths. There are
three reasons that climate shocks and natural disasters exacerbate
inequality. First, poorer countries, regions, and people tend to be more
exposed to climate change impacts and natural disasters than their
wealthier counterparts. Second, they lose a greater share of their wealth
when climate shocks hit. And third, they have fewer resources to cope with
the negative impacts of climate shocks. When climate shocks do occur, the
poor typically lose a greater share of  their wealth. For example, Hurricane
Mitch wiped out 18% of the assets of the poorest quintile in Honduras
compared to only 3% for the richest quintile. The poor are least able to
cope with and recover from the negative impacts of climate shocks, having
fewer financial resources, both because their social networks or support
systems tend to also be poor and because they have less access to formal
savings, credit, and insurance.

 

 

DEPUTY

EDITOR’S

NOTE

T H E  C O L U M N S  T E A M

Zara Taylor

have a g
reathave a g
reathave a g
reat

weekend!weekend!weekend!   

Climate ChangeClimate Change

DiscriminationDiscrimination  
Phoebe Jennings

As the weekend
approches, after what
has been a long and

rainy week, I hope you
all have a wonderful

weekend. For me, the
Monochrome Ball

tonight and my Duke of
Edinburgh expedition
awaits, but I do hope

everyone has the
opportunity to do

something that they
enjoy this weekend. For
those who are feeling

weary, the holidays and
a chance to reenergise
are fast approaching -
but perhaps not fast
enough for some ;) 

  


